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phenomenon: topicalization

Thetic sentence: Maya likes John the most …

Two forms of topicalization

Left Dislocation (LD) : John, Maya likes him the most …

Topicalization (TOP) : John, Maya likes ∅ the most …



research question / hypothesis

question
Is the computation of one type of topicalization more cognitively demanding than 
the other?

hypothesis
The reading time of the word following the pronoun will be faster than the reading 
time of the word following the empty element.



variables
independent variable

Type of topicalization

levels → LD - TOP

dependent variable

Reading time of the word 
following the pronoun or the 
empty element



methodology - stimuli

a set of minimal pairs of stimuli consisting in sentences with or without the 
pronoun in the canonical position

Avoid priming →two lists and fillers

Ensure the quality of the trials →questions



methodology - coding (Ibex 
Farm)



methodology - self-paced reading



methodology - piloting

● 22 participants
● age between 19 - 36
● non native english speakers
● all linguists



results



conclusions

● pilot project →results not intended to be interpreted 

● the experiment can be applied to test the research question in 

other languages
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QUESTIONS?

SUGGESTIONS?

COMMENTS?


