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A brief recap on IO1 – Needs analysis
UPSKILLS 1st Intellectual Output aimed to explore

● the current academic offer in language-, linguistics- and 
translation-related fields 

● the requirements that the job market has for graduates in 
these areas



How?

Review of the literature
● Academic works
● Language industry surveys
● Institutional reports / 

position papers
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How? Survey of existing curricula
● 122 BA & MA degrees in 

languages and linguistics 
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How?

Corpus-based analysis 
of job advertisements
● ~ 200 job ads from 112 

companies
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How? Online questionnaire
● 70 businesses, from 

language service 
providers to marketing 
and finance  
companies
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How?

Focus groups
● 12 job market 

stakeholders 
from 11 
different 
companies
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Some insights
● Research skills, data acquisition skills and data handling skills are 

underrepresented in curricula descriptions

● Global societal need to focus more on technological and transversal 
skills (e.g. critical thinking, digital data literacy)

● Problem-solving, communication skills and independence are the 
most needed (and in need of improvement) skills according to companies 

● There is a large demand in the industry for graduates in languages and 
linguistics: twists to the “old” occupations, but also entirely new options

Miličević Petrović et al. (2021)



Language data and project specialist
A new modular profile for graduates in language-related disciplines, 
summarising:

● required knowledge, skills and competences
● typical tasks associated with emerging jobs

Split into 4 main sub-profiles



The full IO1 report



A website intended for students AND lecturers, including:

● list and description of required knowledge, skills and competences
● description of the professional (sub-)profiles and associated tasks
● survey 

The interactive version of the profile

https://upskills-dev.dipintra.it

https://upskills-dev.dipintra.it


Required knowledge, skills and competences







The professional (sub-)profiles











The survey







Survey results 
(suggested sub-profile)
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