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Overview

• Needs analysis

• Dreyfus model of skill acquisition and Novice‐Expert Scale
• Text book knowledge
• Areas of practice

• Linguistics theory – Applied linguistics – language teaching

• Final remarks
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Needs analysis

• Which skills do linguistics and language students need to develop
during their studies?

• How can one define these skills?
• Curricular goals?
• Professional field?
• Job market?

• Needs analysis
• Area of Task Based Language Teaching
• Needs analysis first, then take action (i.e., Long 2010)

Dreyfus model of skill acquisition

Dreyfus, St., Dreyfus, H. (1986)

3

4



UpSkills
Upgrading the skills of linguistics and language students
Multiplier Event "Fit for the job market? Teaching 
transferable skills to future language experts"

05.07.2022

Barbara Hinger
Department of Romance Studies
Graz University 3

Novice to expert Scale

https://johnnymates.wordpress.com/2012/01/12/itap‐lecture‐8/novice‐to‐expert/

Novice to expert scale

Textbook knowledge
Knowledge of
area of practice

Knowledge of
area of practice
and background

knowledge

Depth of
understanding
discipline and 
area of practice

Novice Beginner Competent Proficient

5 o 10 years to become an expert
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Dreyfus model of skill acquisition
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Textbook knowledge for linguistics and language
students

• Chomskyan turn

• Pragmatic turn

7

8



UpSkills
Upgrading the skills of linguistics and language students
Multiplier Event "Fit for the job market? Teaching 
transferable skills to future language experts"

05.07.2022

Barbara Hinger
Department of Romance Studies
Graz University 5

Textbook knowledge for linguistics and language
students

• Chomskyan turn
• Cognitive turn

• PhD thesis

• Review of Verbal Behavior (B. F. Skinner)

• Universal Grammar                                          
• Innate Language Acquisition Device

• Overgeneralisation

• Significance of error in language acquisition
• Necessary step in language acquisition

• Insight into language development in our brain

• Error correction?

Textbook knowledge for linguistics and language
students

• Chomskyan turn
• Cognitive turn
• Universal Grammar

• Neurolinguistic evidence, i.e. Angela Friederici (2017)

• Critics to Chomsky as well as further developments
• Emergentism

• Usage based approach
• …
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Textbook knowledge for linguistics and language
students

• Chomskyan turn
• Cognitive turn
• Universal Grammar
• Significance of error

• Necessary step in language acquisition
• Insight into the language development in our brain
• Error correction?
• Error analysis (Pit Corder)
• Monitor Model (Steven Krashen)

• Learning vs. acquisition

• Input hypothesis
• Natural order hypothesis

• Monitor hypothesis

• Affective Filter

Interlanguage Hypothesis (Selinker 1972)

• Interlanguage
• Big challenge for

• language learners

• language teachers

Input – Intake – Processing – Output 
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Textbook knowledge for linguistics and language
students

• Pragmatic turn in linguistics in the 1960s
• How to do things with words (Austin)

• Speech act theory (Searle)
• Importance of language in use

• Communicative turn in language teaching in the 1970s
• How to use language outside the language classroom in the target country?

• Harsh criticism of audiolingual and audiovisual method
• Behaviorism

• Pattern drill exercise

• (US‐)Structuralism
• Contrastive hypothesis

Areas of practice

• Language classroom
• Positive view of error

• From deficit‐orientation to a culture of positive feedback

• Approaches to language learning
• Natural Approach (Krashen/Terrell)
• Communicative Approach

• Receptive‐reproductive‐productive‐creative exercise

• Information / opinion gap exercise

• Task Based Language Teaching Approach
• Performing a (real world / pedagogic) task in the target language

• Task Cycle
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Areas of practice

Task Based Language Teaching Approach

(according to Willis, seen in: Decke‐Cornill, Helene/Küster, Lutz, 2015, 196)

Textbook knowledge – areas of practice

• Theoretical Linguistics

• Applied Linguistics

• Language Teaching
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Theoretical Linguistics – Applied Linguistics

„… pre‐scientific theories (i.e. theories that incorporate ideas that are not 
testable) … Krashen‘s Monitor Model is a good example.“ (Ellis 2021, 202)

(Hulstijn 2013, 516)

From Krashen to investigating FLA/FLE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiTsduRreug

FLA: Foreign Language Anxiety
since the 1980s

FLE: Foreign Language Enjoyment
since the 2010s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=‐wDmI‐DUt‐c
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Objective in 
Foreign Language Learning

Communicative competence in the targt language

Literary competence
Inter‐ and transcultural

competence

Analysing language
structures

Input – Intake – Processing – Output 

Language Testing – differential assessment literacy (Taylor 

2013, 410)
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But …

• … are all those who work in a particular university department in the
same boat?
• Do we know what our colleagues teach, study and research?

• Do we exchange our teaching philosophy?
• Do we cooperate?
• Can our students see and sense our collaboration?
• Do we interpret the curricula goals on a common basis?

• Do we share and discuss the curricula goals with our students?
• Do we share our professional development and our job history with our
colleagues and with our students?

• How mindful are we with each other, with ourselves and with our students?

I am not sure whether I have met your expectations
but I definitely appreciate your …

questions remarks insights additional 
information and 

thoughts
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